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aping them. So far did this vulgerization go that the great German
historians confined themselves overwhelmingly to the retailing of
national enthusiasms, with the result that one can scarcely con-
ceive of a work like Mommsen's Roman History, inspired by the
afterglow of the revolutionary vistas of 18483 with its magnificent
descriptions of the century-long revolutionary struggle waged by
the Roman proletariat, being written in the sixties or seventies in
Germany.    A further result was that, sole emblem of really
universal synthesis of spiritual vision and historical narrative, the
non-German Jakob Burckhardt towers like a lonely column in
the German-speaking wilderness of the seventies and eighties.
Finally, the national enthusiasms of the German bourgeoisie did
not allow them to realize* at all clearly how, since the campaign
of 1861 and again since the rejection of the parliamentary system
in 1877 by Bismarck, and because of the whole nature of his sub-
sequent activity, their political backbone had in fact been broken,
and how Bismarck's shoring up and consolidation of Germany's
"realpolitisch" position by negotiation and argument had driven
a  wedge  between  the  cultured   classes  and   any  responsible
political action.   So that in Germany they found that not only
were their social roots in the lower strata, which these classes had
always managed to keep intact in England, torn away, but that
the political determination of their own life which in England
rested on a like foundation, was also reft from their hands and
themselves in point of fact reduced spiritually to the role of
spectators without seeming to be aware of being flung into the
corner like this.    The consequences were immeasurable.    For
neither the bombast of Wilhelm nor the later Germany of force
and violence could have arisen without them.
In France things were very different. Under the third Napoleon
she had passed through the defeat of 1870 and been profoundly
shaken by it; stagnation of birth-rate had set in and, owing to the
separation of her eastern territories where capitalism was power-
fully evolving, and from more general causes too, a marked
seccession from the stream of progress. Despite her earlier
revolutions there followed no similar undermining and, as no
legitimism of tradition interfered as in Germany, no political
castration of the bourgeoisie. In the midst of the intense ancj. ever
intensifying bourgeois way of life that was then general the
intellectuals, who always had influential contacts with politics,